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Great Smoky Mountains National Park

First Lichen Bio-Quest

By Harold W. Keller

This first Lichen Bio-Quest was held at Great Smoky Mountains
Institute at Tremont near Townsend, Tennessee on June 19 and 20,
2004. More than 30 participants registered, including high school, col-
lege, university teachers and students, park volunteers and staff, area

residents, and amateur and profes-
sional lichenologists. The objec-
tives of the Lichen Bio-Quest in-
cluded an educational component
which answered the following
questions: What is a lichen?
Where do lichens grow? How to
collect and preserve lichen speci-
mens? How to recognize growth
forms? How to use lichen termi-
nology? How to identify lichens?
Participants compiled an annotat-
ed checklist of lichens associated
with high altitude and low altitude
regions of Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park as part of the
All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory.
Lichen specimens were curated,
identified, and characterized as
part of the new website/database
manager hosted by the Southern
Appalachian Information Node
(SAIN) as part of the National Bi-
ological Information Infrastruc-
ture (NBII).

Two lichenologists served as
experts for identification and as
foray captains. H. Thorsten
Lumbsch, Ph.D., presented a lec-
ture that covered lichen symbio-
sis, morphology (growth forms
and terminology), reproduction,
physiology, ecology, importance,
lichen systematics, and taxonomic
characters. Professor Steven B.
Selva, Ph.D., gave a lecture on the
use of calicioid (stubble lichens)
as environmental indicators of old
growth forests and morphological
characters to distinguish this

Continued on following page



group of lichens. Participants viewed lichen specimens using
microscope videos to illustrate lichen morphology, terminol-
ogy, and taxonomic characters.

Lower elevation collection sites (Lumber Ridge Trail
and Glade Falls, 405-550 meters), were located in the
Tremont area; higher elevation sites included Spruce Fir Na-
ture Trail, Lower Beech Gap Trail, and Balsam Mountain
Road, and ranged from 1,094 to 1,728 meters. Results of a
short afternoon and full day forays were: a total of 136 lichen
taxa collected, representing 7 orders, 5 suborders, 29 fami-
lies, 57 genera, and 88 species. Four stubble lichens and five
crustose lichens were new records for the Park but are rather
common and widely distributed species. Numerous areas in
the Park are still poorly known and certain groups of lichens,
such as crustose siliceous and lignicolous taxa as well as
stubble lichens, have been overlooked or neglected. Our re-
sults clearly indicate that further intensive studies are neces-

Figure 3. Welcome sign leading to Great Smoky Mountains In-
stitute at Tremont (GSMIT). Photo credit Michelle Presby.

sary to evaluate the species diversity of lichens; many new
lichen records and new species await discovery in GSMNP.

Acknowledgments: Special thanks go to Jeanne Hilten
from Discover Life in America and Michelle Presby from
GSMIT who along with staff provided the necessary pre-
meeting registration announcements and logistical support of
equipment, supplies, photographic images, maps, and food
arrangements for the participants. We greatly appreciate par-
ticipants who volunteered to car pool people and gear to col-
lecting sites. This Lichen Bio-Quest was financed by Dis-
cover Life in America Award #2004-6 to HWK.

Questions or comments should be sent to
Harold W. Keller, Central Missouri State Univer-
sity, Department of Biology, 306 W C Morris,
Warrenburg, MO 64093, email:
keller@cmsul.cmsu.edu.

Figure 4. Aerial view of GSMIT and surrounding area. Courtesy
of Michelle Presby.

Figure 5. Phaeocalicium polyporaeum, growing on a polypore bracket fungus, Trichaptum pergamenum, on a standing dead Lig-
uidamber styraciflua tree. A new record for the Park. Photo credit Steve Selva.
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Towards a Single Scientific Name for Species of Fungi

By Amy Y. Rossman & Gary J. Samuels

The following article deals with the nomenclature of fungi,
specifically how to determine single scientific names for pleo-
morphic fungi that reflect the phylogeny of taxa. The proposals
are relatively straight-forward and logical in our view, however,
they represent a major shift in the current approach to the
nomenclature of fungi having both a teleomorphic and anamor-
phic state. We present this proposal to engender discussion and
hopefully move to a consensus about this issue. At the least it will
allow the mycological community to determine where the dis-
agreements lie in discussing the potential change to one scientif-
ic name for fungi. Among the small group of mycologists with
whom we have communicated prior to publishing this document,
the relatively few arguments against this proposal concern as-
sumption number one, namely whether or not a single name for
each species of fungus is necessary. We welcome your examples
and further discussion about this issue.

For more than a decade the mycological community has
been considering the need to move toward using only one scien-
tific name for species of fungi especially among the ascomycetes
that often manifest themselves in both sexual and asexual states.
Following are some guidelines about how this might be done, i.c.
which generic and specific scientific names would be used. This
proposal accepts three assumptions that are listed below. In addi-
tion, it is important to note that this proposal concerns only
nomenclature. Issues of taxonomy such as decisions about what
constitutes a species or genus or how to determine which species
belong in a genus are outside the scope of nomenclature and thus
are not part of this discussion.

This proposal makes the following assumptions. Each as-
sumption will be discussed, but they are summarized here.

1. A single name for each species is needed.

The scientific name of a species should reflect its phy-
logeny.

3. Teleomorphic (sexual, meiotic) and anamorphic (asex-
val, mitotic) names carry equal weight in deciding
which name to use, thus the oldest published generic
name has priority. Priority of species epithet could be
the oldest one; alternatively epithets in the priority
genus could be given priority.

In order to achieve the goal of one scientific name for fungi,
two changes are required in Article 59 of the International Code
of Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN). Alternatively, Article 59
could be eliminated although it might be wise to preserve it until
a transition to one scientific name is complete.

If these goals were accepted and changes made in the ICBN,
mycologists could start to provide one scientific name for each
species of fungi that reflects its phylogeny. Included are examples
of what would happen if these guidelines were applied to specif-
ic fungal genera and species. These examples also suggest how
many scientific names would need to be changed if one name for
fungi were implemented using these guidelines.

Discussion of assumptions

One species-one scientific name: For many years separate
scientific names have been recognized for fungi that manifest
themselves as both as teleomorphic or sexual fungi and anamor-
phic or asexual fungi. Because many fungi are known only as
asexually reproducing species, this has been a matter of practi-
cality. With molecular tools, it is now possible to determine the
phylogenetic position of asexually reproducing fungi and incor-
porate them into a phylogeny. Even without molecular data, cor-
rect phylogenetic placement is often possible based on morpho-
logical characteristics. Thus, from a nomenclatural point of view
it is no longer necessary to use different scientific names for dif-
ferent states of one species.

The same is true for synanamorphs i.e. different asexual
manifestations of the same species. Initially a species known only
in its vegetative state without any form of asexual reproduction
was given a scientific name based only on that vegetative state. If
a conidial or sexual form of reproduction were discovered, an-
other name based on that state was given in a genus appropriate
for that form of reproduction. With molecular tools, the phyloge-
netic placement of a fungus that reproduces only vegetatively can
be known. Thus, scientific names for synanamorphs are not nec-
essary and, in fact, are detrimental to communicating information
about that species. Use of one scientific name for synanamorphs
is already well accepted.

A single name for a species in all of its manifestations facil-
itates clarity of thought about the organism. Anamorphs, teleo-
morphs, and mycelium are not separate and distinct organisms
but are all parts of a single life-cycle.

Scientific names should reflect phylogeny: A scientific
name is the short hand that reflects knowledge about an organ-
ism. With the rapid advance in understanding phylogeny, mycol-
ogists are striving to incorporate knowledge about the phylogeny
of fungi into their scientific names. Until recently the information
included in a scientific name was based only on morphological
characters such as color and septation of ascospores or ornamen-
tation of fruiting bodies. Often only one easy-to-recognize char-
acter was used and this formed the basis for Saccardoan classifi-
cation of fungi proposed in the late 19% and early 20" century.
Even before use of molecular sequence data, it was possible to
determine relationships among fungi based on suites of morpho-
logical characters including those of related teleomorphs with
anamorphs or careful observation of developmental characters
such as those of ascomycete fruiting bodies or conidial formation.
However, this process has been greatly accelerated with the use
of molecular sequence data to determine phylogeny.

Teleomorph and anamorph names are equal in deter-
mining priority: The simplest basis for determining a single sci-
entific name for pleomorphic fungi is to accept one of the found-
ing principles of the International Code of Botanical
Nomenclature, specifically the principle of priority. We advocate
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that priority should be given to the name that was published first.
Generic level: Reconciliation of the use of two scientific names
for fungi is most difficult is in the Ascomycota, many of which
have conspicuous asexually reproducing states. In this group of
fungi scientific names for both the sexual and the asexual states
are commonly in use, thus there is a need to determine which
generic name should be used for a specific monophyletic lineage.
Although there was much discussion and no agreement at the
IMC7, the subsequent vote suggested that the teleomorph name
need not necessarily have priority over the anamorph name. We
propose that the name to be used should be based on the earliest
publication date. It is likely that the genus representing the most
conspicuous state would have been described first. In cases where
this would require large-scale transfer of species names to the ear-
liest generic name for that lineage, it would be possible to con-
servation the competing generic name. Species level: The same
principle of priority would apply to species. The earliest species
epithet for a species with names in both the teleomorph and
anamorph genus would have priority. Alternatively, the name al-
ready in the priority genus could be given priority. This would
lessen the number of name changes as demonstrated by the ex-
amples below. On the other hand, this violates a basic principle
of the ICBN and could cause confusion in the future when species
synonymies include earlier epithets.

Changes in Article 59 of the ICBN: Article 59 was devel-
oped specifically to allow the use of two or more names for fungi
especially those having anamorphic states. At the time Article 59
was accepted, relationships between teleomorphs and anamorphs
were being discovered with the assumption that eventually all
fungi would have known sexual states and those sexual state
names would be used. It was considered necessary to refer to
these morphs separately. Since then evidence suggests that many
fungi do not have sexual states or produce them only rarely. In ad-
dition, molecular data allow the integration of anamorphic fungi
into phylogenetic hierarchies, thus the need for separate names
for these alternate states no longer exists.

At present Article 59.1 states:

“In ascomycetous and basidiomycetous fungi with mitotic
asexual morphs (anamorphs) as well as a meiotic sexual
morph (teleomorph), the correct name covering the holo-
morph (i.e., the species in all its morphs) is — except for
lichen-forming fungi — the earliest legitimate name typified
by an element representing the teleomorph, i.e. the morph
characterized by the production of asci/ascospores, ba-
sidia/basidiospores, teliospores, or other basidium-bearing
organs.”

The words “typified by an element representing the teleo-
morph...organs” present difficulty in recognizing one scientific
name for fungi. We would propose deleting the words “typified
by an element representing the teleomorph, i.e. the morph char-
acterized by the production of asci/ascospores, basidia/ba-
sidiospores, teliospores, or other basidium-bearing organs.” from
Article 59.1.

In addition, Article 59.2 must be eliminated completely. Ar-
ticle 59.2 states:

“For a binary name to qualify as a name of a holomorph, not
only must its type specimen be teleomorphic, but also the
protologue must include a description or diagnosis of this
morph (or be so phrased that the possibility of reference to
the teleomorph cannot be excluded).”

Deleting a phrase of Article 59.1 and deleting Article 59.2
completely would allow names that have been applied solely to
anamorphic taxa to be considered equally for priority as the ac-
cepted scientific name for fungi.

A proposal to be considered at the International Botanical
Congress in 2005 is one that would allow the designation of an
epitype specimen with a sexual state even if such a state were not
mentioned in the protologue (Hawksworth, D .H. 2004. Taxon 53:
597. Proposall83). This would effectively allow the use of
anamorph names for fungi having sexual states.

Challenges to implementing this system

Before applying scientific names to monophyletic groups,
the phylogenetic placement of the type of a taxon must be deter-
mined i.e., for type species of genera, type genera of families, etc.
Thus, one obstacle to providing a single name for each species of
fungi is determining monophyletic groups, however, rapid
progress is being made in this regard. This has always been true
but is even more crucial in moving toward one name for fungi.
Just as it is now, judgment is required in deciding exactly what
constitutes a single lineage and at what level should that lineage
be recognized. These are not nomenclatural questions, rather they
pertain to taxonomic decisions about how taxa are circumscribed.

Decisions
If these guiding principles are accepted, several decisions
must still be made:

1. Should the change to a single scientific name for
species of fungi be gradual or implemented after a spe-
cific date?

We would suggest a gradual implementation allowing the
community to move towards a single scientific name for fungi
without requiring that this to occur immediately or even retroac-
tively. On the other hand, it might be wise to mandate the use of
a single scientific name at some point in time, possibly in six or
twelve years i.e. 2011 or 2017.

2. Should the earliest epithet be transferred to the priority
genus or should priority be given to species epithets in
priority genera?

In our view the answer to this question is not altogether clear.
We lean toward the simplest solution i.e. earliest epithet in either
genus because that rule is easy to understand and follow. Later,
when synonymies are listed, there will not be the confusion of an
earlier epithet being listed as a synonym and a comment required
about why this is acceptable. In the long run an easy, consistent
rule may serve us best, once we have made the required name
changes and moved to a system of one scientific name for a
species.

However, giving priority to species epithets in priority gen-

Continued on following page
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era would result in fewer name changes and thus seems a more
attractive solution in the short run. One could base this decision
on experience with sanctioned and conserved scientific names or
situations in which certain groups of names are given priority.
While these allowances appear to solve an immediate problem,
in the long run they seem to have resulted in considerable com-
plication in applying the ICBN.

Examples of one scientific name

To test the usefulness and potential problems that may be
encountered in implementing these guidelines, examples are pre-
sented assuming that the ICBN were changed. For these exam-
ples the number of name changes required is presented using the
two scenarios i.e. priority to the oldest epithet even though it
must be transferred into the priority genus or priority to species
epithets in priority genera.

Botryosphaeria  vs.  Fusicoccum: The  genus
Botryosphaeria 1863 based on B. dothidea has an anamorphic
state regarded as Fusicoccum aesculi. The genus Fusicoccum
was published in 1829 based on F. aesculi. Because B. dothidea
and F. aesculi represent the same lineage, the generic name Fu-
sicoccum would have priority and all names in that lineage
would be placed in Fusicoccum. There are currently 12 species
in the Botryosphaeria-Fusicoccum clade (Farr et al. 2005), of
which only two species would require a name change, specifi-
cally B. mamane 1997 and B. ribis 1911 would have to be trans-
ferred to Fusicoccum.

Additional generic names that should be considered in de-
termining the correct generic name for this lineage are Scytalidi-
um 1959 and Nattrassia 1989. The genus Scytalidium based on
S. lignicola is now considered a synonym of F. dimidatum as
well as more well-known names including S. dimidatum and
Hendersonula toruloidea. The genus Scytalidium was used to
describe the non-reproducing toruloid black hyphae of this fun-
gus that can become quite abundant. A pycnidial reproductive
state was discovered that has versicolored conidia that was
placed in the genus Nattrassia based on the type species, N.
mangiferae. Molecular data on this fungus place it within the
Botryosphaeria-Fusicoccum lineage. Given that Fusicoccum
provides the oldest generic name for lineage, this species was
placed in Fusicoccum (Farr, et al. 2005). This example demon-
strates the absurdity of naming morphological states of fungi. Al-
though the toruloid arthric hyphae are dominant in some situa-
tions, elsewhere the pycnidial state develops and it seems
possible that a botryosphaeria-like teleomorph may be discov-
ered. In that situation would we describe the sexual state as an-
other synonym? The advantages of one name for each species
are demonstrated by this example. Once placed in Fusicoccum,
the biology of this species as a relatively common plant pathogen
of woody and fibrous plants in subtropical and tropical regions
becomes evident. In addition, given reports of this fungus from
human skin and nails, other species of Fusicoccum as human
pathogens should be considered.

Farr, D.F., M. Elliott, A.Y. Rossman & R.L. Edmongs, 2005.
Fusicoccum arbuti sp. nov. causing cankers on Pacific
madrone in western North America with notes on Fusicoc-

cum dimidiatum, the correct name for Sctyalidium dimidia-
tum and Nattrassia mangiferae. Mycologia: in press.

Botryosphaeria vs. Diplodia, Dothiorella and La-
siodiplodia: Several additional anamorphic genera fall within
the broad concept of Botryosphaeria. These include Diplodia
1834, Dothiorella 1880, and Lasiodiplodia 1896. Recent re-
search has demonstrated that each of these anamorph genera rep-
resent monophyletic lineages of Botryosphaeria sensu lato. If
one decides to recognize these lineages at the generic level and
because the type of Botryosphaeria belongs in the Fusicoccum
lineage, Botryosphaeria could not be used for any of these line-
ages. Conversely, if one makes the judgment that one large line-
age should be recognized, the oldest generic name, Diplodia,
would apply to all species requiring numerous new combina-
tions. Whether a narrow or broad lineage is recognized is a tax-
onomic decision.

Continuing with the narrowly circumscribed lineages, the
type species of Diplodia, D. mutila (epithet pre-1834), is consid-
ered the anamorph of B. stevensii 1864. If this lineage were rec-
ognized, all species would be placed in Diplodia. Although not
the case here, it is certainly possible that there would be an older
species epithet for the type of a genus that would have priority
over the epithet in the synonymous genus.

Similarly, the type species of Dothoriella, D. pyrenophora
1880, falls within another lineage now considered part of
Botryosphaeria that would be regarded as Dothiorella. Likewise,
the genus Lasiodiplodia based on L. tubericola 1896 considered
a synonym of L. theobromae pre-1834, falls within a lineage of
Botryosphaeria that is different from the lineage with the type
species of Botryosphaeria. The teleomorph name, B. rhodina
based on Physalospora rhodinal889 would be a synonym of L.
theobromae. Thus, one might recognize species in this lineage in
the genus Lasiodiplodia.

Calonectria vs. Cylindrocladium: The generic name
Calonectria was published in 1878 with C. daldiniana designat-
ed as the type species. This species is now considered to be a syn-
onym of C. pyrochroa, of which Cylindrocladium ilicicola is
recognized as the anamorph (Crous, 2002). The known anamor-
phic states of Calonectria have been placed in Cylindrocladium.
The generic name Cylindrocladium was published in 1892 based
on C. scoparium. Assuming that the type species of Calonectria,
C. pyrochroa, and Cylindrocladium, C. scoparium, are mono-
phyletic as appears to be true (Crous et al. 2000), Calonectria is
the oldest name and has priority. Thus, species of Cylindrocladi-
um that are monophyletic with C. pyrochroa would be recog-
nized in Calonectria. All taxa currently recognized in Cylindro-
cladium would be recognized only as species of Calonectria.
Species belonging to this lineage even if they only produced an
anamorphic state would be placed in Calonectria.

If one examines the species currently accepted in Calonec-
tria and Cylindrocladium by Crous (2002) and gives priority to
the earliest species epithet, 19 out of 39 names would need to be
changed. If names in the priority genus Calonectria were given
priority, only 11 out of 39 name changes would be required.

Continued on following page
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Names related to Calonectria vs. Cylindrocladium: Simi-
larly, Nectricladiella has anamorphs placed in Cylindrocladiella.
In this case, Nectricladiella based on N. cameliae was published
in 2000 while the anamorphic genus, Cylindrocladiella based on
C. infestans, was published in 1982. Species of this lineage
would be regarded as members of the genus Cylindrocladiella.
Of the seven names in this genus, one would need to be changed.
Two have teleomorphs.

Gliocladiopsis 1954 has priority over Glionectria 2000. Of
the three names in this genus, none would need to be changed
under either system. One has a teleomorph.

Xenocylindrocladium 1997 has priority over Xenocalonec-
tria 2000. Out of three names, none would need to be changed.
One has a teleomorph.

In the Calonectria-Cylindrocladium complex, either 13 or
20 names changes out of 52 species are required to move to sin-
gle species name.

Crous, P.W. 2002. Taxonomy and Pathology of Cylindrocladi-
um (Calonectria) and Allied Genera. APS Press.

Hypocrea vs. Trichoderma: A recent monograph by
Chaverri & Samuels (2003) of one group of species in
Hypocrea/Trichoderma serves as an example of the potential
number of scientific names that would need to be changed. At the
generic level Trichoderma Pers. 1801 has priority over Hypocrea
Fr. 1825. The 40 accepted names in Chaverri & Samuels (2003)
were reviewed. If the oldest epithet is used no matter what, 30/40
name changes are required. If Trichoderma epithets are given
priority, 15/40 name changes are required. These changes reflect
that fact that about 200 species of Hypocrea but only 70 species
of Trichoderma have been described. This may be a situation
where the genus Hypocrea should be conserved.

Chaverri, P. & GJ. Samuels. 2003. Hypocrea/Trichoderma (As-
comycota, Hypocreales, Hypocreaceae): species with green
ascospores. Studies in Mycology 48:1-116.

Fusarium vs. Gibberella and other telemorphic genera
Albonectria, Cosmospora,and Neocosmospora: Several mono-
phyletic groups are linked to Fusarium 1821. The type species of
Fusarium is F. sambucinum 1869, which has as its teleomorph
Gibberella pulicaris 1877, the type species of Gibberella 1877.
Many species of Fusarium are linked to Gibberella and these
form a monophyletic group. In this situation, the name Fusarium
would have priority over Gibberella. All species in this lineage
have a Fusarium name thus no new combinations would be re-
quired if priority were given to the priority genus. The other lin-
eages having fusarium-like anamorphs are represented by the
teleomorph genera Albonectria 1999, Cosmospora 1862, and
Neocosmospora 1899 (= Haematonectria 1999). Many of these
species are already known in the literature under the teleomorph
names rather than as the Fusarium names.

Pilidium vs. Hainesia vs. Discohainesia: In this mono-
phyletic group these three generic names represent a mono-
phyletic lineage (Rossman et al. 2004). The genus Pilidium 1823
with P. acerinum as the type species is monophyletic with P.
concavum. The type species of Hainesia 1884 is H. lythri and has
been applied to the same species. Another teleomorph, Disco-
hainesia 1847 includes the type species, Discohainesia
oenotherae, as the teleomorph for P. concavum/H. lythri. The
genus Pilidium 1823 has priority over Hainesia and Discohaine-
sia. However, the oldest species epithet for all the names is
Dacryomyces lythri 1846, thus the correct scientific single name
for this species would be the new combination in Pilidium.

Rossman, A.Y., M.C. Aime, D.F. Farr, L.A. Castlebury, K.R.
Peterson & R. Leahy. 2004. The coelomycetous genera
Chaetomella and Pilidium represent a newly discovered lin-
eage of inoperculate discomycetes. Mycol. Progress 3: 275-
260.

Rust fungi

Among the rust fungi a number of anamorphic genera have
been described. Names are based on the different mitosporic
spore states present, because the associated teleomorph for that
taxon is not known, especially for macrocyclic rusts. In general
among rust fungi, the teleomorphic genera dominate and the phy-
logenetic concept of the anamorphic genera is extremely con-
fused. Two large anamorphic genera are Aecidium Pers. 1801 and
Uredo Pers. 1801. In the case of Uredo, the type species, U. eu-
phorbiae-heliscopiae Pers. has a Melampsora Castagne 1843
teleomorph. The name Uredo describes an anamorphic spore
state that is found in several teleomorphic genera, and contains
upwards of 500 species. In contrast, Melampsora is a mono-
phyletic genus of 90+ highly recognizable rusts. If strict applica-
tion of the oldest generic name rule is enforced, then about 90 new
combinations of all Melampsora spp. into Uredo would be ne-
cessitated. Additionally reassignment of the ca. 500 species cur-
rently placed in Uredo that do not have Melampsora teleomorphs
would be necessary to preserve the primary goal of names re-
flecting phylogeny. For many of these this is only possible
through molecular phylogeny, thus such a move would leave tax-
onomy of the Uredinales in an undesirable state where one gener-
ic name i.e., Uredo could represent a known monophyletic group
of teleomorphs but also a known polyphyletic assemblage of
anamorphs. This example presents a strong case for conservation
of Melampsora over Uredo. In the case of Aecidium, the teleo-
morph of the type species, A. berberidis Pers.:Pers. is Puccinia
graminis Pers.:Pers 1801 and thus Puccinia has equal priority.

Questions or comments should be sent to Amy
Rossman, Systematic Botany & Mycology Labo-
ratory, USDA-ARS, Rm. 304, BO11a, 10300 Bal-
timore Ave., Beltsville, MD 20705, email: aross-
man@nt.ars-grin.gov
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From the President’s Corner ...

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

The mid-year MSA Executive Council
meeting in late February was a productive
one with special thanks owed to Secretary
Faye Murrin for organization of arrange-
ments, agenda documents and the meeting
report. The meeting was held in the confer-
ence room of the Bell Museum of Natural
History at the University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis, which allowed us to visit the
new fungal display (organized by post-doc-
toral fellow Gail Celio, and graduate stu-
dents Bryn Dentinger and Maj Padamsee
from my laboratory) for a science fair for
high school students and their families.
Highlights of the meeting included several
issues related to publication and data man-
agement, and plans for future meetings.
Mycologia no longer has a backlog of
manuscripts and publication is now six
months from submission, as reported by
Editor-in-chief Donald Natvig. The data
related to the use of the journal, from
HighWire reports, were demonstrated by
Managing Editor Jeff Stone, who is just
beginning to explore the possibilities.
MSA has agreed to support the DC Princi-
ples Coalition for Not-for-profit Publish-
ers, which has as its goal the preservation
of the ability of societies like MSA to pub-
lish and to determine the degree of public
access to the journal. Treasurer Karen
Snetselaar concluded that MSA is finan-
cially sound but still needs to watch costs
as changes that affect the journal are
worked out. An unexpected bonus was the
offer of JSTORS to place all back issues of
Mycologia on-line at little cost to the Soci-
ety. Past President Carol Shearer report-
ed on the Society Summit on Data Sharing
and Archiving that she and former Presi-
dent Amy Rossman attended. This nation-
al meeting of biological societies seeks to
establish mechanisms to make data avail-
able after publication, to establish archiv-
ing standards and find support for data
storage. MSA is supporting a proposal to
fund additional planning meetings to
achieve these goals.

Initial arrangements for the next

are nearing completion. Plans for the Que-
bec City meeting in 2006 are developing
well according to President-elect James
Anderson, while Vice President Greg
Mueller reported that Baton Rouge, LA,
will likely be the site of the 2007 meeting,
where interactions with the Latin Ameri-
can Mycological Society (ALM) can be
fostered. For 2008 we will focus on a
North Temperate venue at University
Park, PA, and tentatively a Western alpine
setting for 2009 with the Botanical Soci-
ety of America. All in all, it was a good
meeting with Mother Nature smiling on
us, thanks to an unusually mild and dry
Minnesota winter.

David J. McLaughlin,
MSA President

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIL‘]

UH Hilo Adeministration
Office of the Chancellor

December 6, 2004

Dr. David McLaughlin, President
Mycological Society of America
Department of Plant Biology
University of Minnesota

St. Paul, MN 55108-1095

Dear Dr. McLaughlin:

AT HILO

The University of Hawai'i at Hilo is happy and proud to function as'the site of the
Annual Meetings of the Mycological Society of América with:its joint meeting with the
Mycological Socicty of Japan from July 30 through August 5, 2005. We are looking
forward to your visit to our beautiful island and university campus and know your
symposia and discussion sessions will lead to greater cooperation and collaborative
research between the United States of Americaand Japan.

We understand you have organized a number of symposia coneerning important aspects
of mycology such as growing mushrooms commiercially and the extraction ‘of
mycopharaceuticals from fungi. Dr. Don Hemmes of our Biolagy Department and his
colleagues arc busy preparing field trips and evening poster sessions to make your stay

enjoyable.

We hope your society members and their families can come early and stay afier the
meetings to visit some of the spectacular sites on our island and travel to a number of the
other islands in the state of Hawaii.

We look forward to greeting you.

With Aloha,

/ e
University of Hawa#i at Hilo

¢: Don E. Hemmes
Judith Fox-Goldstein

200 W, Kawii Sireat, Hio, Hawall 96720-4001
Tologhone: (08) 874-7444, Facsimile: (BCB) 9747822, wwwuh: hawail sthy

An Egual Opporurty/Allmative Action lnstiution
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Scenes From the Midyear MSA Executive Council Meeting

Participants at the midyear meeting of MSA Executive Council viewing a fungal display in
the Bell Museum, Minneapolis. Left to right, Don Natvig, Jim Anderson, Dave McLaughlin,
Faye Murrin, Jeff Stone, Carol Shearer, Greg Mueller, and Karen Snetselaar.

ABOVE LEFT: At the midyear
Council meeting, (left to
right) Carol Shearer, Greg
Mueller, and Karen Snetselaar.

ABOVE RIGHT: At the midyear
Council meeting, (left to
right) Jim Anderson and Jeff
Stone.

BOTTOM RIGHT: At the
midyear Council meeting, (left
to right) Greg Mueller, Karen
Snetselaar, Dave McLaughlin
and Faye Murrin.
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MSA Secretary Email Express

Council completed three email polls since my March report and
approved the following:

* 2005-1: symposium funding for the MSA meeting in
Hilo: 1) $4000 in support of symposia for Hilo to be used as
reimbursements only to non-MSA members or international
members (our now generally accepted policy of $3000 with
an extra $1000 for Hilo), and 2) for this year only, because
travel to Hilo is relatively expensive, that up to $2000 to be
used in waiving registration fees in special circumstances
where there is financial need for anyone presenting in the
main symposia.

* 2005-3: the nomination by Michael Allen, Chair of the Kar-
ling Lecturer Committee of Dr. Louise Glass as the 2005
Karling Lecturer.

2005-4: that from now on, funds covering the MSA Gradu-
ate Fellowships, and the Presentation and Poster Awards
come from the income from the Uncommitted Endowment
Fund, unless otherwise explicitly decided by Council.

New Members: The MSA extends a warm welcome to new
members: New memberships will be formally approved by the
Society at the Annual Business Meeting in Hilo, Hawaii (July 30-
Aug 5, 2005).

e Canada: Sarathi Maheshika Weraduwage, Wyth Marshall

* Germany: Alga Zuccaro

¢ India: P Bhanu Murthy
United States: Brett E Arenz, Srikanthimathi Balakrishna,
Deana L Baucom, Sara Branco, Robert Allen Cating, David B
Chalkley, Patricia A Cook, Cara Gibson, Luz Beatriz Gilbert,

John W Hanna, Christina M Hazard, Katherine L Higgins, Al-
lison Kennedy, Peter Kennedy, Nemat O. Keyhani, Soochan
Lee, Melissa M Long, Katherine R Mohatt, Rosa R Mourino-
Perez, Cathryn J Rehmeyer, Elena K Stamenova, Jane E Stew-
art,Julie Lynn Stewart, Claire M Venard, Katherine E Winsett,
Shuang Zhou.

Emeritus membership: There was one application for emeritus
membership: James W. Hendrix, Stamping Ground, KY,
United States. Emeritus memberships will be formally ap-
proved by the Society at the Annual Business Meeting in
Hilo, Hawaii, August 3%, 2005.

Deaths: I regret to report the recent passing of two eminent my-
cologists.

Dr. William (Bill) Denison, a long time member of the
MSA, was an expert in discomycetes and lichenized fungi. He
was Professor Emeritus in the Department of Botany and Plant
Pathology at Oregon State University and curator of the Myco-
logical Collection at the OSU Herbarium from 1966-1994. He
completed an AM in Botany from Oberlin College and a PhD in
Mycology from Cornell University.

Dr. Edward Garber was a geneticist who did substantial
work on filamentous fungi. A graduate of Cornell University (B.
S.1940), the University of Minnesota (M.S. 1942) and the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley (1949), he joined the Botany
Department at the University of Chicago in 1953 where he re-
mained on the faculty until his retirement in 1988.

—Faye Murrin
MSA Secretary

Minutes of the MSA 2005 Midyear Council Meeting

Saturday, February 26, 2005
Bell Museum, Minneapolis, Minnesota

CALL TO ORDER AND
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The 2005 mid-year Executive Council Meet-
ing was called to order by President David J.
McLaughlin at 8:42 am in Room 306 of the
Bell Museum of Natural History, Minneapo-
lis. All MSA Executive members were pres-
ent: President David J. McLaughlin, Presi-
dent-Elect James B Anderson, Vice-President
Gregory Mueller, Past President Carol Shear-
er, Treasurer Karen Snetselaar, and Secretary
Faye Murrin. Mycologia Editor-in-Chief,
Donald Natvig and Mycologia Managing Ed-
itor, Jeffrey Stone, were also present as invit-
ed participants. Secretary Murrin distributed
hard copies of the Executive Council Packets
sent by email prior to the meeting which in-
cluded the Agenda, updated MSA Roster,
midyear reports and minutes of the 2004 Ex-
ecutive and General Council meetings.
MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by Secretary Murrin and seconded by Pres-
ident-Elect Anderson that the minutes of
the MSA 2004 Executive Council meeting
be approved as published in Inoculum
55(3).

Secretary Murrin updated the meeting on
progress made on items raised at the 2004 Ex-
ecutive and General Council meetings, noting
that items put forward as motions at these
meetings had a high rate of successful com-
pletion, whereas Recommendations and Ac-
tion Items were less likely to have been fol-
lowed up successfully. One important
unresolved item that has been raised on nu-
merous occasions is the effort of the Society
to have Mycologia included in PubMed.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS
(excluding financial matters)
President McLaughlin presented his report
[Inoculum 56(3)]. He gratefully acknowl-
edged that the Hilo meeting was coming to-
gether through the hard work of the organiz-
ers, noting that the unusually high number of
symposia would add to the uniqueness of this
joint meeting. He thanked those who agreed
to serve on the ad hoc Committee on Permits,
chaired by Sabine Huhndorf, and announced
that the Latin American Mycological Associ-
ation and the MSA would be renewing their
joint agreement at the upcoming Fifth Latin
American Mycological Congress, in Brazil,
August 1-5, 2005. [note added: Roy Halling
will act as MSA representative at the signing.]

Recommendation: Managing Editor Stone
expressed an interest in sitting on the Permits
Committee and President McLaughlin agreed
that he should be added to the membership of
the Committee.

President-Elect Anderson presented his re-
port including i) a proposal for an informal
MSA “think-tank” committee to discuss a
long-term vision for the Society; this will in-
volve a get-together during the Hilo meeting
and a final report by the President at the an-
nual meeting in Quebec in 2006 and ii) an up-
date on his meetings with APS concerning the
joint meeting in Quebec in 2006 (see summa-
ry below in item 17).

A report on Nominations was given by Vice
- President Mueller who thanked the Nomi-
nations Committee, chaired by Charles Mims,
for its prompt submission of a slate of candi-
dates for the Annual Spring Ballot. Those
candidates have been contacted and half of the
ballot is now in place. A call for nominations
was distributed to the general membership in
Inoculum and via a blast email. Following the
March 15" deadline efforts can be made to
complete the candidate list for the ballot.

Continued on following page
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Vice-President Mueller noted the lack of re-
sponse from the Inoculum notice but reported
some response following the blast email.
Action to be taken (by President-Elect Ander-
son and Secretary Murrin): that the deadline
for nominations from the Nominations Com-
mittee and the general membership to reach
the Vice-President for the spring ballot be in-
dicated in the MOP and that it be Feb 15%.

Secretary Murrin referred briefly to her re-
port [Inoculum 56(3)] and then led a discus-
sion of three recommendations on the topic of
electronic communication which were sub-
sequently approved by Council :
Recommendation: that, in addition to the re-
cent use of web sites and blast email for Soci-
ety communications, announcements for
Nominations, Elections, Awards and Meet-
ings continue to be published in Inoculum as
recommended in the MOP. (These announce-
ments in /noculum may refer to websites
where more information can be obtained);
Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin): to
investigate the feasibility of producing a time-
line for all Society deadlines.

Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin): to
request of Inoculum Editor, Richard Baird,
that the blast emails sent out to the member-
ship announcing the on-line availability of
each new Inoculum issue include a (bulleted)
list of main contents for the issue.
Recommendation: that the Society continue
to distribute annual ballots as hard copies to
those members without email addresses in the
MSA Directory. (Parallel efforts will be made
to increase awareness of the importance of up-
dating Directory Information.)
Recommendation: that i) the President and
Secretary continue to maintain a conservative
approach toward blast emails, ii) the content
of all blast emails originate (at least in part)
from the Society, and iii) there be no selling of
the blast email capacity.

Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin): to
verify with Kay Rose of AMM the existence
of a grace period for membership renewal
[note added: There is a grace period for re-
newal up until March 31* but it was discov-
ered that this had not been implemented for
the new on-line directory; this has now been
corrected by AMM ]

Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin): to
ask Kay Rose of AMM about the ability to
hide the email address of a member from pub-
lic access on-line, if requested, but to retain its
use for Society communication via blast
emails.

FINANCES
Treasurer Snetselaar began her report [In-
oculum 56(3)] by thanking past Treasurer
James Worrall for his generous help over the
transitional period. Society monies show a net
loss this year but this was due to the timing of
reporting of costs for issues of Mycologia, not
a real loss. She further noted that i) monies
from the checking accounts over the insurable
$100,000 will be transferred to three and six
month CDs, ii) numbers of institutional sub-
scriptions rates are ahead of last year’s but
that many were still not yet renewed for this

year and iii) this year the Society will pay the
“waivers” for appropriate symposium speak-
ers in order to keep track of these otherwise
hidden expenses. There followed a discussion
of the sharing of joint meeting finances with
MSJ/MSA Annual meeting.

Action to be taken (by Treasurer Snetselaar):
to prepare a written agreement for cost shar-
ing of the MSJ/MSA meeting finances
based on our discussions which included
agreement on i) separate accounting of sym-
posium finances between the two societies
and ii) the distribution of auction and t-shirt
revenues in proportion to the numbers of reg-
istrants from each Society (erring on the side
of MSJ when ambiguous). This will be circu-
lated to Executive Council and then to Maren
Klich and Jean Lodge to be brought forward
to the MSJ for agreement/negotiation and
signing.

MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by Treasurer Snelselaar and seconded by
President-Elect Anderson that the net income
of $16,905 from the 2004 Annual Meeting
in Asheville be moved to the Unrestricted
Endowment Fund.

In a discussion on Membership, Treasurer
Snetselaar reported that Institutional sub-
scription numbers have gone back up to num-
bers seen prior to the disruption of two years
ago, and individual memberships are now at
1237 compared to 1295 at this time last year,
with a significant number of late renewals
pending.

Action to be taken (by Past-President Shear-
er): to contact IUMS about the possibility of
setting up an MSA booth at the [UMS meet-
ing in San Francisco this summer, which
might include a banner advertising the MSA,
membership forms and copies (or facsimiles)
of Mycologia.

Action to be taken (by Treasurer Snetselaar):
to look into the production of a fabric banner
for MSA to be used at IUMS and at other fu-
ture venues.

Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin): to
contact the company that supplied the t-shirts
and bags at the joint MSA/NAMA meeting in
Asheville about the possibility of having some
of these items at [UMS and other future ven-
ues.

Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin): to
put a notice in [noculum encouraging mem-
bers to buy gift memberships for students and
overseas colleagues.

Action to be taken (by Treasurer Snetselaar):
to ask Kay Rose of AMM about the possibili-
ty of having gift membership donations avail-
able on the web site.

The Finance Committee Report was given
by Chair Jeffrey Stone [Inoculum 56(3)]. A
sluggish economy presented a challenge for
sustaining investment income at current lev-
els. As of Feb 22™ balances were $406,300 in
Endowment, $108,000 in Operating and
$1000 in Endowment receiving. A mecha-
nism has been put into place so that any bal-
ance over $1000 in the Endowment Receiving
Account will automatically be transferred to
the Endowment Account as shares of the In-
come Fund of America. This policy will be

10.

periodically evaluated by the Finance Com-
mittee.

The Endowment report by Chair Thomas
Harrington was considered [Inoculum 56(3)]
with thanks to Tom from the Council for his
work on behalf of the Society.

MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by Secretary Murrin and seconded by Presi-
dent McLaughlin that the increase previous-
ly approved by general Council for Mentor
Travel Awards for Hilo come from the Un-
committed Endowment Funds.

Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin): to
discuss with appropriate parties the idea that a
motion be put to council to consider the fol-
lowing: that from now on, funds covering the
MSA Graduate Fellowships, and the Presenta-
tion and Poster Awards come from the Un-
committed Endowment Funds, unless other-
wise explicitly decided by Council.

Action to be taken (by Finance Chair Stone):
to explore with MSA financial advisor, Phyl-
lis Arbrighton of Wachovia Securities, op-
tions for separating endowment income so
the endowment balance clearly reflects en-
dowment income and principal. This will in-
clude whether a separate account for endow-
ment income should be created.

PUBLICATIONS AND

WEB MANAGEMENT
Editor-in-Chief Natvig, presented his report
[Inoculum 56(3)]. The editorial office and
timing of publication of the journal are now
on track with the first issue of 2006 at Allen
Press and the second being copy-edited. Turn
around time for an article, from submission
to publication is now about 6 months. He
particularly thanked Assistant Editor (John)
Mitch Donahue for his efforts during the tran-
sition time. There followed a discussion on
the importance of having Mycologia cited on
PubMed, the impact factors for mycology-re-
lated journals and approaches to arguing our
case for inclusion in PubMed.
Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin and
Editor-in-Chief Natvig) : to prepare a blast
email to notify Society members of this turn-
around time of six months from submission to
publication in order to celebrate this progress
and to encourage submissions to the journal.
Action to be taken (by Editor-in-Chief
Natvig): although there is an automated
tracking of review deadlines, there is no au-
tomatic reminder to Associate Editors or re-
viewers when reviews are overdue; thus, the
Editor-in-Chief will ask the editorial office to
check on overdue reviews on a weekly or bi-
weekly basis and notify Associate Editors or
reviewers as appropriate.
Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin): to
judiciously monitor the progress of efforts to
have Mycologia included in PubMed by Edi-
tor-in-Chief Natvig, Councilor David Geiser,
and Steven Harris, Chair of the Genetics and
Cell Biology Committee, who have each ex-
pressed a particular interest in working toward
this important goal.

Continued on following page
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11. Managing Editor Stone thanked James
Ginns, past Managing Editor, for graciously
handling issues during this transition period
and Julie Nobitt and Kay Rose of AMM for
their help. He referred to his report [Inoculum
56(3)] and enthusiastically endorsed the use-
fulness of the HighWire usage reports, ac-
cess to which was recently acquired. He noted
that the statistics will help to track institution-
al access on line, identify lapsed subscrip-
tions, identify potential new subscribers and
help guide future directions for Mycologia.
He identified the major obstacle being the
time to analyze the data.

Action to be taken (by Managing Editor
Stone): to present a report at the Annual
Council Meeting in Hilo on the HighWire
usage report statistics with recommendations
for using the data.

MOTION (approved unanimously): moved
by President-Elect Anderson and seconded by
Vice-President Mueller that Council approve
financial support of up to $1000 for sup-
port of data analysis from the usage reports
generated by HighWire to be used at the
discretion of the Managing Editor.

The meeting recessed for lunch from 12:40 pm
until 1:45pm during which time there was an on-
line demonstration of the HighWire usage reports
by ME Stone, a tour of the Bell Museum and a
brisk walk around the beautiful campus of the
University of Minnesota.

11. (Continued) Discussion of the report of the
Managing Editor continued and included i)
discussion of contract renewal with Allen
Press, the cost of color illustrations which is
now a flat rate of $800 per page as indicated
in the Instruction to Authors, and an invitation
to have Mycologia included in JSTOR.
Action to be taken (by Editor-in-Chief
Natvig): to contact Associate Editors to pass
along to them the policy on color illustrations
in Mycologia .

MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by Managing Editor Stone and seconded by
President McLaughlin that Council author-
ize President McLaughlin, Editor-in-Chief
Natvig and Managing Editor Stone to ac-
cept the invitation to have back issues of
Mycologia archived with JSTOR and to
provide a complete back run of Mycologia
to JSTOR for the purpose of scanning and
digitizing. The delay between the time of
publication in Mycologia and release to
JSTOR will be three years.

Among other issues raised were the follow-
ing. 1) It was discussed whether the Society
should look into providing pdf files ofMy-
cologia papers to the corresponding authors.
Some journals routinely provide pdf files as a
courtesy to authors. Because both Allen Press
and HighWire Press would charge a fee for
providing this service, and because MSA
member authors already have access to elec-
tronic versions of their papers through High-
Wire, it was decided not to provide compli-
mentary pdf files to authors. It was suggested
that requests for pdf copies be handled indi-
vidually by the Editorial Office and that non-
member authors be encouraged to become

12.

members of the MSA. 2) It was decided that
Council should revisit the issue of tier-pric-
ing for institutional subscriptions with mul-
tiple access points at a later time. This issue
will be better addressed when a higher pro-
portion of institutional subscribers are online
and when we can use the data from the High-
Wire usage records to evaluate the situation.
3) The development of a long-term strategy
for institutional subscribers is not advisable
at present due to general financial uncertainty.
The Managing Editor will continue the ap-
proach of periodic review of this issue.
MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by Managing Editor Stone and seconded by
President-Elect Anderson that the Society ac-
cept the new 3-year contract with Allen
Press.

A discussion on not-for-profit publication
and open access, two complex, interconnect-
ed and evolving issues, was led by Managing
Editor Stone and Past President Shearer.
These discussions continue, in part, recom-
mendations put forward to Council by Policy
Officer Meredith Blackwell which were con-
sidered briefly at the annual meeting in
Asheville [see minutes, Inoculum 55(5)].
Managing Editor Stone referred Council to the
column by Dr. Ellen Paul in Bioscience
54(12). Past President Shearer referred to two
items: i) the meeting report of “An Ecology,
Evolution, and Organismal Biology Societies
Summit Meeting: Critical Steps Toward a Bi-
ological Data Systems Confederation,” a
workshop held in Washington, DC, 27-29
September 2004, organized by the Ecological
Society of America and sponsored by the Na-
tional Science Foundation and ii) a proposal
from that meeting for a “Joint Working Group
on Data Sharing and Archiving: Continuing
Steps Toward a Biological Data Systems Con-
federation”.

MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by President McLaughlin and seconded by
Treasurer Snetselaar that the Society sign on
to the Washington DC Principles for Free
Access to Science (website at www.dcprin-
ciples.org/).

MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by Past President Shearer and seconded by
President McLaughlin that the Society par-
ticipate in the Joint Working Group on
Data Sharing and Archiving: Continuing
Steps Toward a Biological Data Systems
Confederation.

Action to be taken (by Past President Shearer
and Editor-in-Chief Natvig): to determine the
appropriate wording to be included in My-
cologia that signifies our participation in the
Joint Workshop on Data Sharing and Archiv-
ing.

MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by Policy Officers Meredith Blackwell and
George Carroll and seconded by President-
Elect Anderson that the MSA become a Sup-
porting Member of AIBS by contributing
$1000 to the AIBS Public Policy Office.
[For further information please see
www.aibs.org/organization-membership/,
www.aibs.org/public-policy/]

Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin and

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Treasurer Snetselaar): to see that this is car-
ried out.

Recommendation: that the discussion re-
garding BioOne again be postponed until
more information is available.

The report of Inoculum Editor, Richard
Baird [Inoculum 56(3)] included one motion
for consideration by Council:

MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by Inoculum Editor Richard Baird and sec-
onded by President McLaughlin and Presi-
dent-Elect Anderson that Executive Council
approve up to $4000 annually for the pro-
duction costs associated with the publica-
tion of Inoculum, starting in 2007. (This in-
cludes electronic set-up and does not
include editorial costs.)

The report of Webmaster Roy Halling was
accepted [Inoculum 56(3)]. Council expressed
its thanks for his continued important work on
behalf of the Society.

ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE
CONSIDERATIONS

There was a discussion of the Mycologia
Memoirs Committee following communica-
tions with the Chair, Keith Seifert. [Note
added: A decision was subsequently made to
have that Committee continue its efforts to-
ward evaluating the success of previous Mem-
oirs, raising the profile of the series, and as-
sessing the future of this committee as a
standing committee of the Society.]

ANNUAL MEETINGS

The reports of the Liaison and Program
Committees for the MSA/MSJ 2005 Joint
Annual Meeting to be held at the University
of Hawaii in Hilo, July 30 — August 5, were
discussed [Inoculum 56(3)]. Executive Coun-
cil extends thanks for the work that these two
committees have done in order to ensure the
meeting’s success. Appreciation is extended
in particular to Chair of the Liaison Commit-
tee, Maren Klich, Chair of the Program Com-
mittee, Jean Lodge, and Local Organizer, Don
Hemmes.

Recommendation: In honor of the 50" an-
niversary of MSJ in Hilo, the MSA should
present the MSJ with a letter and plaque in
Hilo.

Action to be taken (by Past President Shear-
er): that Meredith Blackwell should be con-
tacted about the plaque presented last year to
CBS as a template for producing the plaque
for MSJ.

President-Elect Anderson reported on his
meetings with APS in preparation for the
joint meeting of MSA/APS/CPS 2006 in
Quebec City. He reported that preparations
are going well in general, and that the APS is
excited about our participation and interested
in our input. The estimate for registration is
about $375 and includes food for our social
and breakfast. Council agreed that the auc-
tion/social should remain separate from that
of the APS but there that should be encour-

Continued on following page
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18.

agement for any and all APS members to at-
tend the MSA Social and Auction. MSA ab-
stracts will be published separately from those
of APS which would otherwise cost $55 each.
Recommendation: Treasurer Snetselaar re-
quested and Council agreed that we should
ensure that there is a prominent and separate
MSA Society table on display at the 2006
meeting.

Recommendation: It was suggested that for
the MSA’s 75" anniversary in 2006 in Quebec
City that celebrations include a special sym-
posium.

Annual meeting venues for 2007 and be-
yond were discussed. Vice-President Mueller
presented information from Meredith Black-
well on her offer to hold the 2007 meeting at
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; input from David
Geiser on his offer to host a meeting as Penn-
sylvania State University was considered, and
President McLaughlin reported on his discus-
sion with BSA about the possibility of a joint
meeting in 2009.

MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by President McLaughlin and seconded by
President-Elect Anderson that the Society ac-
cept the offer from Meredith Blackwell to

hold the
Louisiana.
MOTION: (approved unanimously) moved
by President McLaughlin and seconded by
President-Elect Anderson that the Society ac-
cept the offer from David Geiser to hold the
2008 Annual Meeting at Pennsylvania
State University.

Recommendation: that organizers of the An-
nual Meetings be reminded to take into ac-
count the dates for other mycologically ori-
ented meetings when setting the dates for
Society meetings (eg. APS, ALM, etc.).
Action to be taken (by Secretary Murrin): to
confirm with David Geiser that 2008 is ac-
ceptable. [note added — 2008 is acceptable]
Action to be taken (by President McLaugh-
lin): to follow up on his initial communica-
tions with BSA on the possibility of a joint
BSA/MSA meeting in 2009 in Snowbird,
Utah, and to bring a recommendation to
Council in Hilo in July 2005.

MOTION (approved unanimously): moved
by President McLaughlin and seconded by
President-Elect Anderson that as a part of
general procedures in future, the incoming
Vice-President be charged with identifying
potential candidate meeting sites for the

2007 Annual Meeting in

19.

next unassigned annual meeting. This will
entail nurturing interactions until such
time that the site and local organizers are
approved by Council.

OTHER BUSINESS
Action to be taken (by President-Elect Ander-
son and Secretary Murrin): that the MOP be
clarified to state that it is the responsibility of
the President-Elect to write the Certificates
of Appreciation to be awarded at the annual
meeting.
Action to be taken (by President McLaugh-
lin): In response to a request from BSA con-
cerning the 100" anniversary of the BSA in
2006, it was suggested that a representative of
the Society to asked to attend on our behalf.
Action to be taken (by President McLaugh-
lin): that he contact Dr. Wieland Meyer, Chair
of the Organizing Committee for IMCS8 for
information on next year’s meeting of IMC in
Australia and discuss the possibility of having
Dr. Meyer come to address the MSA at the
Business Meeting in Hilo.

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 pm
Respectfully submitted, Faye Murrin

MSA 2005 Midyear Reports

OFFICERS

1. President’s Midyear Report

This has been a busy period for the President and Executive Council
with changes in the Mycologia editorial office, planning for the joint meet-
ing with the Mycological Society of Japan (MSJ) in Hilo this summer, plus
several additional issues to be dealt with. The presidential year began with
the filling of committee and other vacancies, a time-consuming process re-
quiring many months. An Ad Hoc Committee to Review the Permitting
Process for Movement of Fungi was appointed. It is being chaired by Sabine
Huhndorf and includes Keith Seifert to represent the Canadian permit issues,
past President Tim Baroni, Lisa Vaillancourt, a plant pathologist, Astrid Fer-
rer, a post-doctoral associate with extensive experience with foreign permits,
and the chairs of MSA’s Culture Collections and Phytopathology Commit-
tees as ex officio members. The willingness of MSA members to serve the
society is particularly gratifying.

The Mycologia editorial office moved to Albuquerque in September
and arrangements were made with the new editor Donald Natvig for finan-
cial support of the office, including an editorial assistant. A related issue that
continues to occupy our attention is how the society should respond to the
Open Access method for scientific publication that is being advocated by the
biomedical field. This topic will be a major issue at the mid-year meeting as
we wrestle with the implications for not-for-profit publishers like MSA. Re-
newals of the publishing contract for Mycologia with Allen Press and the
service contract with Allen Marketing and Management for internet services
were completed. A decision was reached to use a financial review of the
Treasurer’s accounts, rather than an audit, prior to transfer of these responsi-
bilities from the outgoing to the incoming Treasurer and to seek a vote on
this change to the bylaws.

The many issues associated with planning a true joint meeting of MSA
with MSJ this summer have occupied considerable time. These issues have
ranged from the number and degree to which symposia should dominate the
meeting, to such topics as financial planning and a financial agreement be-
tween MSA and MSJ, seeking fund raisers to find contributors to underwrite
social events, integrating the auction and student presentation awards of the
societies, and a proposal from Endowment Committee chair Tom Harrington
to increase student travel awards to offset the high airfare costs. Planning for
several future meetings is in progress. I contacted the past president of the
Botanical Society of America about a possible joint meeting of the two soci-
eties which would involve an integrated program.

The president of the Latin American Mycological Society (ALM) was
contacted to determine whether the MSA and ALM should sign a new coop-
erative agreement because the previous five year agreement has now ended.

From August to January more than 750 email messages have been re-
ceived or sent dealing with MSA’s affairs.

Respectfully submitted, David J. McLaughlin

2. Vice-President’s Midyear Report

The primary duty of the Vice-President is to organize and conduct the
balloting for all elected officers and council members of the Society. Posi-
tions to be filled during the 2005 election are the Vice-President and Coun-
cilors for Genetics/Molecular Biology, Systematics/Evolution, Ecology
Pathology, and Cell Biology/Physiology.

Working with the Secretary, a call for nominations was published in
the 2004 Winter edition of Inoculum with a 15 March deadline for receiving
nominations. A blast email was sent out on 15 February reminding member-
ship to send in nominations.

I obtained the consent from each of the Nominating Committees pri-
mary nominations to run for election. I have received nominations from 9
members to date — again the deadline for submitting nominations is 15
March. People with the most nominations for each position will be asked if
they are willing to run and then, assuming their consent, added to the slate of
candidates from the Nominating Committee.

The complete ballot will be sent out electronically. Hard copies of the
ballot will be mailed as well to ensure that all members have the opportuni-
ty to participate in the election of their officers.

Respectfully submitted, Gregory Mueller

3. Secretary’s Midyear Report

This report presents secretarial activities conducted between July 8%, 2004
and Feb 21 2005.

* Assisted President Carol Shearer at the General Council Meeting held in
Asheville, North Carolina, July 17% 2004. Minutes of that meeting were
subsequently sent to Council prior to publication in Inoculum 55(5), along
with the midyear reports of Society committees and representatives.
Assisted President Shearer at the Annual Business Meeting held in
Asheville, North Carolina, July 20" minutes of which were published in
Inoculum 55(6).
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Assisted President David J McLaughlin in filling positions on the 2004-2005
Society Roster, including approximately 20 new appointments. Sent the new
Roster to newsletter Editor Richard Baird for publication in Inoculum 56(1)
and to webmaster Roy Halling for posting on the MSA website.
Welcomed new and returning Society committee Chairs and members, ap-
pointees and representatives by email, attaching Society Bylaws and per-
tinent excerpts from the Manual of Operations.
Moderated email correspondence with Full Council and Executive Coun-
cil including 13 polls. Council voted 1) that the MSA Constitution and By-
Laws, Article IX (D), be amended so that the term “audit” is replaced with
“review” in ARTICLE IX D; 2) that the Howard Bigelow Mentor Travel
Fund be split in two, so that the original fund is retained and, in addition,
naming a new fund, the Margaret Barr-Bigelow Mentor Travel Fund;
3) that the price for back issues of Mycologia be raised from $26 to $35
per issue, and that this be raised to $40 with the next increase in the insti-
tutional subscription rates; 4) that, for the upcoming year only, financial
support the Mentor Student Travel Awards be increased to $7,000 -
$10,000 in order to help defray the increased cost of travel to the joint
MSA/MSIJ Annual General Meeting to be held in Hilo, Hawaii (July 29-
Aug 3 2005); 5) in support of the following guidelines for submissions to
Inoculum: i) illustrations accompanying Feature Articles are limited to
five per article with additional illustrations permitted only under special
circumstances and at the discretion of the Editor; ii) illustrations accom-
panying Regular Articles are limited to five per article and iii) all adver-
tisements from MSA members or outside groups is limited to one page; 6)
the appointment as Associate Editors of Mycologia David Geiser , Lisa
Vaillancourt , Mary Palm, Robby Roberson; 7) an expenditure of
$160/issue of Mycologia for enhanced editorial usage reports from
HighWire Press.); 8) the appointment of Drs. Lori Carris and Christo-
pher Schardl to the Editorial Advisory Committee; and 9) the following
symposium support for the 2005 annual meeting i) $4000 in support of
symposia for Hilo to be used as reimbursements only to non-MSA mem-
bers or international members (our now generally accepted policy with an
extra $1000 for Hilo) , ii) For this year only, because travel to Hilo is rel-
atively expensive, that up to $2000 to be used in waiving registration fees
in special circumstances where there is financial need for anyone present-
ing in the main symposia.
Moderated, along with President McLaughlin, the approval and editing of
blast emails sent out to Society members on behalf of the MSA. They in-
cluded the following: MSA 2004 Asheville Program Announcement
(Jessie Micales, Program Chair); MSA Online Membership Renewal 2005
(Kay Rose, Allen Press); A reminder from the Mycological Society of
America about gifts, donations, and membership renewals (K. Snetselaar,
MSA Treasurer); MSA Awards Announcements & NEW International
Travel Awards (F. Murrin, MSA Secretary); Reminder of the deadline for
abstracts for Microbes in a Changing World, July 23-28 2005, San
Francisco, California: Deadline Feb 11™. (Julian Davies, Carol Shearer,
TUMS); Announcement of The Mycological Society of America/The
Mycological Society of Japan Joint Meeting, 30 July - 4 August 2005
(J.Lodge, Chair, MSA Program Committee); and reminders of Inoculum
deadlines (Richard Baird, Editor).
Assisted President McLaughlin in organizing the midyear Executive
Council meeting in Minneaplis Minnesota scheduled for Feb 26", polling
Executive Council for date preferences, investigating venues, and helping
to prepare the agenda for the meeting.
Issued a call to all Society Officers, Councillors, committee Chairs and So-
ciety representatives for midyear reports and agenda items in preparation
for the midyear Council meeting. Compiled all reports, along with an up-
dated Society Roster, agenda and other items in a package for distribution
prior to the meeting.
Prepared three Email Express columns for publication in Inoculum.
Columns included new members and emeritus candidate lists supplied
monthly by Kay Rose of Allen Marketing and Management, and sum-
maries of Council activities. Emeritus memberships were requested by
Ruth L. Harold, John Krug and J. H. B. Garner.
Assisted in the publication in /noculum of announcements for Call for
Nominations, Call for Awards applications, and information on the Annu-
al Meeting in Hilo and others.
Received with sadness the report of the death of Dr. Jorge Wright of Ar-
gentina.
Responded to routine correspondence on a wide variety of issues.
Respectfully submitted, Faye Murrin, Secretary

4. Treasurer’'s Midyear Report

A million thanks to past Treasurer, Jim Worrall, who not only patient-
ly answered numerous questions in person, over the phone, and on email, but
who sent me the treasurer’s materials in excellent order. Tom Harrington,
Jeff Stone, and Orson Miller have also borne some of the educational bur-
den; thanks for the help. MSA finances are somewhat complex, but my sense
as a new treasurer is that we are increasingly making it easier for new peo-
ple to get up to speed.

General financial situation — The bottom line for fiscal 2004 showed
a net loss of $47,612. This seems bad at first, but it was anticipated. The loss
is mostly due to the way we do our accounting (cash basis) so that income
and expenses are entered when received and not when accrued. Much of the
net gain reported for 2003 ($59,264) occurred because we paid for 5 issues
of Mycologia in 2003, and 7 issues in 2004.

Result of the three year review — The accountant’s review showed
total assets of $512,730 as of 31 July 2004. This was a 3-year review that
happens when treasurer’s change; the review found the financial statements
to be in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Net assets
moved up and down a bit, but again, it’s because of the Mycologia issue. The
seemingly large increase in publication expenses for 2004 should probably
be distributed evenly over 2003-2004. Expenses for Mycologia are growing,
but the publication income is also growing, due to increased subscription
rates and more authors paying page charges. Note that the permanently re-
stricted endowment is increasing nicely; these are the named awards. One
note the accountant made was that the MSA checking accounts sometimes
have over $100,000; they are only insured to $100,000. I talked to Jeff about
this and we will begin moving operating revenue into 3-6 month CDs early
in the year when subscription and membership income comes in.

Meeting finances — We’ve been making money on meetings in many
years recently. The net income from the 2004 meeting was $16905.27. This
is exclusive of symposium expenses and endowment. MSA spend $6055 to
support symposium speakers (this includes waivers of $3801). In some
years, it seems that meeting profits have been put in unrestricted endowment;
it looks as though we can afford to do that this year.

2005 Meeting — This is going to be an expensive meeting; the budget
is designed for breakeven although if more donations come in and lots of
people show up, maybe it will make money. To avoid misunderstandings we
should develop a contingency plan to put to the MSJ in the event that this
meeting makes or loses money. There are several issues:

1. Symposium finances — My understand